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There's some wacky stuff going on at your local post 
office-Ethos takes a look. by Heidi Jolivette 
N either rain, nor sleet, nor snow or that nasty Doberman pinsch-er down the street is going to stop your trusty mail carrier from delivering that care pack-
age from Mom or the hot love letter you've 
waiting to receive. The men and women in 
blue not only drop off the usual parcels but also 
stuff that's leaking, bleeding, moving, or prob-
ably shouldn't be sent through the mail in the 
first place. 
Just about everything that can be mailed has 
been mailed, says Kim Meimann, supervisor of 
customer service at the U.S. Post Office on 
Kellogg Avenue. He and his co-workers have 
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seen and delivered numerous strange packages, 
including pingpong balls, car parts, and 
coconuts, all of which have had only stamps on 
them. There also have been a variety of ani-
mals, dead and alive, that people have tried to 
ship. Meimann has seen everything from fish in 
plastic baggies to carrier pigeons, ducks, fight-
ing chickens, and bees packaged so loosely that 
the only thing separating them from the postal 
workers is a piece of wood and some screening. 
Believe it or not, these things actually are 
mailed. "The only way we don't deliver [a pack-
age] is when it's open and we realized [the cus-
tomer] is not supposed to be mailing the item," 
he says. 
Packages that make noise and move are not 
uncommon either, but postal carriers deliver 
them anyway, Meimann says. "[Iowa State] 
brings us a lot of unusual things," he says. 
Poorly constructed packages intended for the 
Veterinary Medicine College at ISU are usually 
dripping in blood. A majority of the deliveries 
the Veterinary College receives include animals 
for dissection and medical equipment. One of 
the more memorable packages intended for the 
Veterinary College was so poorly wrapped that 
several dead puppies fell out before delivery. 
Prohibited items being mailed is a major con-
cern of the postal employee, Meimann says. 
The list of prohibited items includes knives or 
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sharp insrrumenrs, conrrolled substances, rep-
riles, alcohol, cigarertes, flammable liquids, and 
infectious objects. Also nor allowed is the ship-
ping of creatures such as dogs, cars, rabbits, 
guinea pigs, and poisonous insects. 
The postal service also restricts the delivery of 
certain items. Various types of firearms and rhe 
packaging standards for hazardous chemicals, 
meat and radioactive materials, and some types 
of warm-blooded animals carry resrricrions on 
how rhey can be senr. It is okay, however, ro 
ship day-old and adult poulrry, scorpions, and 
other small, cold-blooded animals through the 
mail. 
To ensure the safety of irs workers, parcels 
weighing over a pound will nor be picked up or 
delivered by a postal worker unless it has been 
approved for delivery at an U.S. Postal Service 
Office. "Anything over one pound has ro be 
presenred at rhe counrer," he says. "If we find 
something we suspect, we alert Inspection 
Services." 
Inspection Services searches for 
harmful mail and 
works ro prevenr 
its delivery. 
Postal inspec-
rors are law-
enforcement 
agents who 
check the 
mail for every-
thing from nar-
cotics ro mail 
fraud. The inspecrors 
work with the 
Department of Justice ro 
prosecute individuals 
involved in criminal activi-
ties. The conviction rare for 
those individuals is high, 
Meimann says. 
"They're very good at what 
they do, " says Ames 
Postmaster David Massarini. 
"They like ro be the silent [service]. 
You don't hear about them until you're arrest-
ed." 
Besides keeping an eye our for prohibited and 
restricted items, the postal service also has ro 
deal with improperly wrapped parcels, 
Meimann says. Packaging is an important part 
of the delivery process, so the postal service 
assists customers in packaging their shipments, 
he says. Meimann recommends cusromers use 
a new, "sturdy cardboard box with cushioning" 
and good packaging rape. "The main thing ro 
think about is if [the package] is going ro be 
hazardous ro the person handling it," he says. 
Iowa Stare has a lot of international diversity, 
which is a good thing for the university bur an 
occasionally tricky thing for the post office. 
The post office receives stuff that isn't banned 
in other countries, bur is here. A typical exam-
ple is cultural food that isn't properly packaged. 
International mail is a concern ro both the 
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country sending the item and the country 
receiving the item because of airplane regula-
tions and the list of prohibited items, 
Meimann says. 
Jessica Jackson ran inro this problem last 
Christmas. The junior in journalism sent her 
friend, Pete, a care package because he is on a 
two-year mission rrip in Spain for the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. The pack-
age was "mostly Jell-0 and Kool-Aid because 
those were his favorite things, and they don't 
get them over there," she says. When the pack-
age arrived in Spain, it was held by the post 
office and eventually given ro the narcotics 
division because rhe cusroms form necessary 
for delivery hadn't been put on the package, she 
says. "[The narcotics office] knocked on Pete's 
door fully armed," she says. "He had ro sit 
there in front of these officers and open the 
package ro make sure it wasn't drugs." Luckily, 
Pete thought the incidenr was amusing. 
Duane Swanson has 
worked In rhe 
Memorial Union 
Post Office 
since it began 
serving ISU 
students four 
and a half years 
ago. He sends 
our about 40 
packages a day and 
works with cus-
romers ro properly wrap their ship-
ment. "It works best that way," he 
says. "We also check a list of prohibit-
ed items. I don't think [cusromers) con-
sciously know they're sending some-
thing illegal." 
Before working at the Memorial 
Union location, Swanson worked 
in the downrown Ames post office 
and says the most unusual item he 
remembers being sent were live 
fish."[The cusromers] put it inside a 
bag, filled it full of water and sent it 
express mail," he says. 
Meimann says the delivery process is chang-
ing as technology moves roward more aura-
mated systems. For example, he says, individu-
als who send keys through the mail need ro put 
them in padded envelopes, where before a stan-
dard white envelope was acceptable. "If you 
don't put it in a padded envelope, [the 
machines] have a strange way of pulling keys 
out," he says. 
If cusromers have questions about how ro 
properly mail their packages, Meimann says 
the post office is more than happy ro answer 
any questions. "By all means, if they have any 
questions, ask." 
Heidi Jolivette is a graduating senior in jour-
nalism. She's worked for the Iowa State Daily for 
a few semesters and was a news editor this sum-
mer. This is her first article for Ethos. 
' ' h ... t e most 
unusual items he 
remembers being 
sent were live 
fish ... '' 
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